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RV travel in Minnesota
Minnesota is literally 11,842 lakes, two enormous national forests (Chippewa and Superior), and a million

acres of Boundary Waters canoe wilderness in the NE corner. Voyageurs National Park is the only NPS

unit in the lower 48 you access primarily by boat. Lake Superior's North Shore from Duluth to Grand

Marais is one of the great coastal drives in the country, with state parks every 15-25 miles offering RV

camping. The state is RV-mature: hookups are common, dump stations dense, fuel reliable, and the

state-park system is genuinely excellent. The catch is bugs and seasons: mosquito and black-fly season

from Memorial Day to mid-July is brutal in the Northwoods, and most national-forest dispersed sites and

many state-park loops close from October through April. Plan late July through September for the best

window, and bring serious bug equipment regardless.

Minnesota by the numbers

Boondocking + dispersed sites 334

Established campgrounds 233

Dump stations 58

Propane refills 20

Potable water fill-ups 48

Laundromats 25

RV showers 26

Verified-bad spots (overnight
prohibited)

22

Source: iOverlander community database (73% of Minnesota spots verified in the last 24 months).

Driving rules

Interstate (cars) 70 mph

Interstate (trucks + towing) 70 mph

US/State highway (cars) 55-65 mph (posted)

US/State highway (towing) 55-65 mph (posted)

Built-up areas 25-35 mph (posted)

Drive on Right

RV passenger seatbelts Required for all front-seat occupants (primary enforcement)

Cell phone use while driving Hands-free only (texting banned for all drivers)
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Highways

RV-friendly corridors

Highway Note

I-94 East-west spine: Wisconsin border to North Dakota via Minneapolis and St.
Cloud. Big-rig easy, freight-heavy.

I-35 North-south via Minneapolis to Duluth, on to the Wisconsin border south of
the Twin Cities.

I-90 East-west across the southern tier via Albert Lea and Austin.

US-2 East-west across the north via Bemidji and Grand Rapids. Two-lane but
wide, RV-friendly to Duluth.

US-61 (North Shore Scenic Drive) Duluth to Grand Portage along Lake Superior. Two-lane, gorgeous,
RV-friendly all the way -- though pull-outs fill summer weekends.

MN-1 / Gunflint Trail (Co Rd 12) Grand Marais into the Boundary Waters periphery. Paved but narrow,
slow, with moose. RVs to 35 ft fine.

RV-restricted segments

Segment Restriction

Most Boundary Waters access
roads (Fernberg Road, etc.)

Paved to the trailheads but very narrow with no shoulders. Class A and
40+ ft fifth-wheels should base in Ely or Tofte and shuttle in.

Forest roads in Superior NF (FR
routes)

Many are dirt, narrow, with low overhangs. RV-friendly options are limited
to numbered through-routes -- check current closures.

BWCAW entry-point gravel roads Mostly not RV-suitable. Park your rig at the main trailhead lot, not at the
canoe-launch end of the road.

Mountain passes

Pass Elevation Note

Sawtooth Ridge (US-61 climb out
of Tofte)

1700 ft Modest by mountain standards but the longest sustained
climb along the North Shore. Gentle grades, RV-friendly.

Eagle Mountain area passes (Co
Rd 27)

2300 ft Highest point in Minnesota. Forest roads -- RV access
limited to the through-route portion.

National parks + monuments

National Park / Monument Entry fee Reservation note
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Voyageurs NP Free entry No drive-in NPS campgrounds (boat-in only).
Nearest drive-in RV camping at Woodenfrog SF
Campground or in International Falls. Houseboat
rentals popular base-camp option.

Mississippi NRRA (Twin Cities) Free entry Day-use focused along the river corridor through
Minneapolis-St Paul. No NPS camping; metro RV
parks and Lebanon Hills regional park nearby.

Pipestone National Monument Free entry No camping inside the monument. Pipestone RV
Park and Split Rock Creek State Park nearby.

Grand Portage National Monument Free entry No camping inside the monument. Grand Portage
State Forest campground and tribal campground
take RVs to 40 ft.

North Country NST Free entry Day-use trail. Hikers' resource; not an RV
destination directly but threads through Chippewa
and Superior NFs.

State parks
Minnesota State Parks operate 75 parks and recreation areas. Standouts for RV camping: Itasca

(Mississippi headwaters), Tettegouche, Gooseberry Falls, Split Rock Lighthouse, Bear Head Lake, Lake

Carlos, William O'Brien, Whitewater. Reservable via reservemn.usedirect.com up to 120 days in advance.

Vehicle permit $7 daily or $35 annual. Camping $20-40/night depending on hookups.

Boondocking + dispersed camping
BLM: Minnesota has essentially no BLM-administered land. Free dispersed camping in MN means USFS

(Chippewa and Superior National Forests) and select wildlife management areas administered by

Minnesota DNR. Some state forest campgrounds operate as dispersed-style with vault toilets only and

small fees ($14-22).

National Forest: Chippewa National Forest (1.6M acres, NW) and Superior National Forest (3.9M acres,

NE) both permit free dispersed camping along most numbered forest roads with a 14-day stay limit.

Superior NF surrounds the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness; popular dispersed corridors include

the Fernberg Road area and the Tofte/Caribou Lake roads. Fire restrictions common Jul-Sep. Most NF

roads gated or unplowed Nov-Apr.

Stay limit: 14 days at any one location (federal rule, applies to BLM and NF dispersed).

Tribal lands
Minnesota contains 11 tribal nations including Red Lake (Ojibwe; closed reservation, public access by

permit only), Leech Lake, White Earth, Mille Lacs, Fond du Lac, Grand Portage, Bois Forte, and four

Dakota communities. Tribal lands are sovereign; state laws do not apply on reservation. Red Lake is

notably closed to non-members for unrestricted travel -- main highways pass through but stopping requires

tribal permission. Leech Lake and Mille Lacs offer tribal-run RV parks and casinos with overnight parking.

Respect signed restrictions and wild rice harvest areas.
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Propane, dump stations, fuel
Propane: Plentiful in Minneapolis-St Paul metro, Duluth, Rochester, Bemidji, Brainerd, Grand Rapids, and

most county-seat towns. Adequate in the Northwoods but check hours -- many small-town providers close

weekends and after 5pm. U-Haul, Tractor Supply, and propane-specific dealers (Ferrellgas, AmeriGas)

reliable.

Dump stations: Excellent density statewide. Most state parks have free dump stations for registered

guests. Flying J / Pilot along I-94, I-35, and I-90 have fee dump stations. Most regional parks in the Twin

Cities metro have free dumps. Northwoods density thinner but still adequate with planning.

Fuel: Diesel and gas plentiful along all interstates and US highways. Long stretches without fuel on the

Gunflint Trail beyond Grand Marais, on MN-1 east of Ely, and on forest roads in Superior NF. Carry a full

tank when leaving Grand Marais or Ely for the BWCAW periphery. Fuel typically cheapest along I-94 at St

Cloud, highest at North Shore tourist towns (Lutsen, Grand Marais).

Weather windows
Best months: Late July through September. Daytime 70-80 F, nights 50-60 F, low humidity, bugs

subsiding. Fall colors peak mid-September in the Arrowhead, late September elsewhere.

Avoid: December through March (most NF dispersed sites and many state parks closed; subzero

windchills routine). Late May through mid-July is mosquito and black-fly peak -- brutal in the Northwoods.

April brings mud-season road damage; many NF roads gated until Memorial Day weekend.

Climate caution
Mosquitos in Minnesota's Northwoods between Memorial Day and mid-July are not the seasonal

annoyance you remember from anywhere else. Without DEET and a head net you cannot stand

outside after sunset. Screen rooms, screened porches on rigs, and Thermacell are not optional --

they are the difference between an enjoyable camp and a panic-pack-up at 9pm.

Emergency + road conditions

State patrol Dial *55 or 911 for emergencies

Road conditions https://511mn.org

How RV TripGen helps

Bug-season overlay for Northwoods camping
RV Tripgen flags any Northwoods overnight between Memorial Day and mid-July with mosquito-load

warnings, and prioritizes lakeshore-breeze and higher-elevation sites where bugs are tolerable.



RV TripGen | RV Guide to Minnesota | 2026 Edition rvtripgen.com

Page 5Last verified: 25 April 2026 rvtripgen.com

Information current at time of writing. Always verify current rules with the state DOT and NPS.

Boundary Waters base-camp routing
RV Tripgen builds BWCAW trip plans that base your rig at Ely, Tofte, or Grand Marais full-hookup

parks, then routes day-paddles via outfitter shuttle -- you never drag your rig down a forest road

meant for a canoe trailer.


